AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 22, 2015

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 897

Introduced by Assembly Member Gonzalez

February 26, 2015

act to amend Sectlon 5270 50 of the Welfare and Instltutl ons Code
relating to mental health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 897, as amended, Gonzal ez. trternational-commereial-disputes:
representation-and-assistance-Mental health: involuntary confinement.

Existing law, the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act, provides for the
involuntary detention and treatment of any person with a mental
disorder who, as a result of the mental disorder, is a danger to others
or to himself or herself, or isgravely disabled. Existing law establishes
various regquirements with respect to determinations to be made by a
psychiatrist directly responsible for the person’s treatment as to the
initial detention for evaluation and treatment, for various subsequent
periods of confinement for treatment, and for the release of persons
subject to the act. Existing law provides that if certain conditions are
satisfied, the professional person in charge of the facility providing
intensive treatment, his or her designee, and the professional person
directly responsible for the person’s treatment shall not be held civilly
or criminally liable for any action by a person released before or at
the end of a specified 30-day treatment period.
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This bill would extend those immunity provisions to the attorney or
advocate representing the person, the court-appointed commissioner
or referee, the certification review hearing officer, and the peace officer
responsible for the detainment of the person, for any action by a person
released at or before the end of the 30-day treatment period.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 5270.50 of the Welfare and Institutions
2 Codeisamended to read:

3 5270.50. (a) Notwithstanding Section 5113, if the provisions
4 of Section 5270.35 have been met, the professional person in
5 charge of the facility providing intensive treatment, his or her
6 designee, and the professional person directly responsible for the
7 person’streatment shall not be held civilly or criminally liable for
8 any action by aperson released before or at the end of-36-daysthe
9 30-day treatment period pursuant to this article.

10 (b) The attorney or advocate representing the person, the
11 court-appointed commissioner or referee, the certification review
12 hearing officer conducting the certification review hearing, and
13 thepeace officer responsiblefor the detainment of the person shall
14 not be held civilly or criminally liable for any action by a person
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released before or at the end of the 30-day treatment period
pursuant to this article.
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